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“Who’s Getting Amcthyst in Ancient
Eggpt?“

Dr. Kate Liszka (California State
Univcrsity, San Bernardino)

Lecture: July 12,2025 1:50 p-m. - 330 p-m

Ticketed Onsite Event: Free for Bowers and ARCE
Members | General $15

Recorded Online Screening; [ree for Bowers and
ARCE Members | General $10

Online version will be emailed to ticketholders one week after the onsite event.

https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/talks/arce-who%E2%80%99s-getting-
amethyst-in-ancient-egypt to Regjster.

email: imco@arceocorgweb: httP://vwvw.arceoc‘org

Kate Liszka is a Professor of History and the
Pamela and Benson Harer Fellow sPecializing in
Eggptology at California State University, San
Bernardino. She received a PhD in Eggptian
Arc]-vaeologg from the Universitg of
Pennsglvania in 2012 and was

a Cotsen Postdoctoral Fellow and Lecturer
with the Societg of Fellows at Princeton
Universitg from 2012-2015. Liszka is the
Director of the Wadi el-Hudi Expedition in
Egypt’s Eastern Desert alongwith Meredith

Brand and E)rgan Kraemer. Since 2014, tl’ueg
have conducted eigl'lt archaeological seasons
thus far, discovering dozens of new
archaeo!ogical sites with hundreds of new
inscriPtions. She erjogs stuc]ging questions of
labor, administration, iclentitg, Pastora!
nomads, and EgyptiamNubian interactions in
the ancient world. Her areas of sPecialization
are Nubians in Egypt, the Mecﬁag, etlmicitg
and ic]entitg in Anticluitg, multicultural

Interactions in frontier regjons, and large-scale


https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs/talks/arce-who%E2%80%99s-getting-amethyst-in-ancient-egypt
mailto:info@arceoc.org
http://www.arceoc.org/

mining exPec]itions in Anticluitg.

Four thousand years ago, amcthgst was cxtrcmely rare and Precious. Because it had both religious
connotations and was one of the onlg natural sources of the color Purple in their visual sl:)ectrum,
amcthgst was sought after grcatlg, bg everyone. Throughout most of the Ancient Eggptian Middle
Kingdom (c. 2000-1700 BCE), the Pharaoh commissioned largc expeditions of over 1000 People to mine
amcthgst at Wadi el-Hudi and Dihmit South. Soldiers guardccl the workers around the clock. Bureaucrats
tracked every Piece of raw amethgst. ProsPectors continued to seek out other veins of amctlﬂyst

nearbg. And clonkeg caravans of raw amethgst were sent to the Pharaoh’s trcasurg, to be turned into
breathtakingjewclrg. The Pharaoh then ghctcd these rare wonders as objccts of Prcstige to his Familg, his
courtiers, and his international allies. However, the Pharaoh’s expeclitions did not control a restricted
monopolg over amethgst mining, Other small groups of Pcople inclucling Pastoral nomads and Nubians
mined amethgst &irectlg. Site 21 was located onlg two kilometers from largc Egyptian amethgs‘c mines, but
was mined Frequentlg throughout the Middle Kingdom 139 various groups of desert Nubians. Their
amcthgst entered an informal economy and made their way into the tombs of non-elite Pan-Grave, C-
GrouP, and Kerma Nubians, as treasured items for the afterlife. Amethgst was so imPortant it was worth

snealo'ng around the Eggptian state to acc]uirc it.

i you are not 9e’c a member of the American Research Center in EggFi(ARC,E) Orange Countg Chapter, now is a

great time to s_igwp, It's your chance to erjog many ARCE membership benefits and become part of our mission of
{:acilitating the studg, excavation, Prescrvatfon and renovation of imPortant historical artifacts and sites from the

Pharaonic through the Medieval Period.

Sinccrelg,

ARCE-OC - American Research Center in Eggpt Orange Countg Chapter

American Research Center in Egypt Orange County Chapter | Bowers Museum 2002 North
Main Street | Santa Ana, CA 92706 US
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